
Rev. E. P. Cowan, D.D.

What the Board Does

Th hart I' of th Fr edm n' Bard. < granted in 1 2, and
under which it bas operat d vcr inc. i an x dincrly lib ral
one and ml w r. it to do anythin , that any of the bard of
th PI' b)'t rian hur h can do, with th one limitation that
thi work mu t be don amonO' th Fr dm n. Thi. Board
educat pI' a he and t a hI'; maintain mini t I' in th ir
work and teach rs in their chool; buil hurch, man ,
schoolhou e. eminarie, academie, oIl cr and dormitorie ;
pre cribes cour e of tud'; look after the condition of build
ing and order all repair and eAten ion ; elects profe or and
tru tees; provides for boarding departm nt all nece ar)' uten-
il and furni hment ; control the variou in titution of learn

ing; receiv montWy financial tatements and audits all bill.
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What the Board Has Accomplished

Out of confu ion, ignorance, and poverty there h ari en a
sy tern of educational and eva~lO'elistic work that commands
the attention and demand the upport of the entire church.

Schools, academie, eminarie, and one large univer ity have
gathered within their wall young men and young women to the
number of more than 14,580, who are under religiou influ nee
and are bein cr trained in the way of the PI' byterian hur h.

Congregation have been gathered and church have b n
organized until now the Board ha under it watch and care
899 church and mi ion ntaining nearly 25,000 memb rs.
Church building have b n ere t d and property ecur d for
the u e of church valu d at 393,000. ('bool prop rtyown d
and u ed by the Board in it work i timat d to b worth

684000. Funds perman ntly inve t d f r th u of tbe work
amount to 133,900, making 1,220,945 inve t d in prop rty
and permanent fund. Thi property. while ab olutely nece 
ary to the work f the Board entail a h avy annual xpen in

the wa r of r pair and in urance.
the work h be n a malleI' of gr ,vth. and it influence

operative from th time it b cran, the power for good mu t not
b measur d alone by this year' work. or last year' work, but
by all th work that ha b n don throu"h all the year.
Probably 75,000 people have prof d their faith in hri t
under tI:i prca bing of it mini. t rs. The enrollment
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Headquarters: 513 Bellemer Building. SiJ:th Street. Pittsburi. Penn.

The Christian Education of the Negro
By the Board of Missions for Freedmen of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States of America

REV. E. P. COWAN, D.D., Conespondina Secrelary

T HE Presbyterian Church, orth, began mi ionary work
among the Negroes of the outh fully a year b fore the
do e of the Civil War. Two committee were at work

under the direction of the 'General As embly (0. .) as early
as 1864, one with headquarters at Indianapoli and the other

at Philadelphia. The work of these
two committees from nece sity wa
confined by military line, and ,va
chiefly in connection with military and
" contraband" camps and hospitals.
In by, 1865. the General Assembly,
meeting in Pittsburg, united the e
committees under one general com
mittee, entitled" The General A em
hly's Committee on Freedmen." It
met in the lecture room of the First
Church. Pittsburg, and was organized

June 22, 1865.
Before the reunion there wa another

work similar in character and purpo e with headquarter in ew
York, carried on a a" Freedmen' Department," in connection
with the Presbyterian Committee of Home Mi sion .).
This" Freedmen' Department" exi ted only two years making
its second annual report in 1870. V\Then the two a emblie
united in 1870, the work .among the Freedmen, as carried on
from ew York and Pittsburg, wa con olidated and a n w
committee appointed. This new committee wa organized by
direction of the Reunited General As embly, June 10 1870, in

Pitt burg.
This committee continued to work without chang of plan or

reorganization for twelve year ; but the que tion of the owner
ship of property, neces ary to the work, and the handling of
bequests, made it evident that it would be better to have th
committee incorporated. In 1882, the A sembly, at pringfield,
Ill., sanctioned the change, and the committee obtained a
charter, eptember 16, 1882, and became a corporate body under
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